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District Representative  
Bro. Rufus D. Heard 
3576 Northvale Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44112 
216-397-9466 (H) 
216-406-8900 (C) 
216 -277-0230 (W) 
216- 566-7577 (F) 
Email: rufusheard@aol.com  
rufus.d.heard@charteronebank.com�

1st Vice District Representative 
Bro. Stanford T. Williams, Jr. 
933 Redway Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45229 
513-751-5332 (H) 
513-482-5324 (W) 
513-266-6383 (C) 
Email: swilliams@messer.com  
Q4life@fuse.net 

2nd Vice District Representative 
Bro. Sean Strong 
P.O. Box 12. 
Kent, Ohio 44240 
C: 330-554-1300 
Email: sstrong2@kent.edu 

District Keeper of Records and Seal 
Bro. Christopher Welch 
1202 Lexington Ave. 
Dayton, Ohio 45402 
937-279-0626 (H) 
937-974-2795 (C) 
Email: 4thdistrictkrs@gmail.com 

District Keeper of Finance  
Bro. Daryl S Cameron 
3966 Artmar Dr. 
Youngstown, Ohio 44515 
330-397-2639 (C) 
Email: 
Daryl.S.Cameron@wellsfargo.com 

 
 
 
 
District Counselor  
Bro. Christopher Cooper  
286 Marjoram Drive 
Gahanna, Ohio 43230 
614-337-0647 (H) 
614-447-0225 (W) 
614-337-9633 (Fax) 
Email: Ccooper4th@aol.com 

District Keeper of Peace 
Bro. Mikle D. Brown. 
6793 Jennifer Lynn Dr. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45248 
513 - 481-4209 (H) 
513-608-8210 (C) 
Email: mikledb@aol.com 

District Director of Public Relations 
Bro. Jerry Kennebrew 
24401 Russell Ave  
Euclid, Ohio 44123 
216-731-2021 (H) 
216-406-6878 (C) 
Email: JBrew70@aol.com 

District Chaplain  

Bro. David L. Reliford 
1597 Pilgrims Kb SE 
Canton, Ohio 44709 
330-966-9602 (H) 
330-834-0600 (W) 
330-327-0619 (C) 
Email: rello@mrmassillon.com 
 
Immediate Past District Representative  
Bro. Dewey A. Ortiz 
P.O. Box 13314 
Columbus, Ohio 43213 
614-692-8257 (W)  
614-657-7044(C) 
Email: deweyaortiz@hotmail.com 



District Marshall  
Brother Fred Aikens 
P.O. Box 24874 
Huber Heights, Ohio 45424 
937-235-1057 (H) 
937-241-8980 (C) 
937-879-7690 (W) 
Email: fredaikens@sbcglobal.net 

Northwest Ohio Area Representative 
Brother Alan Bannister 
2039 Silerpines Court 
Toledo, Ohio 43615 
419-392-0300 (H) 
614-644-3899 (C) 
Email: albannister72@hotmail.com  

Northeast Ohio Area Representative 
Brother Lamar T. Cole 

18412 Van Aken Blvd. 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122 
216-828-7400 (W) 
216-244-0050 (C) 
Email: Lamar_T_Cole@KeyBank.com 

Central Ohio Area Representative 
Brother Jeffery A. Tarver Sr. 
4004 Leather Stocking Trail 
Gahanna, Ohio 43230 
614-478-1948 (H) 
614-284-7659 (C) 
Email: jquet@msn.com  

Southwest Ohio Area Representative 
Brother Robert E. Wilson, Jr. 
690 Glensprings Drive 
Springdale, Ohio 45246 
513.860.1990 (H) 
513.207.6590 (C) 
Email: REWilson45@yahoo.com  
a064914@allstate.com  
 

Northern West Virginia Area 
Representative  
Brother J.T. Thomas 
304-685-7395 (C) 
304-554-5136 (W) 
Email: Jthomas41@gmail.com 

Southern West Virginia Area  
Representative  
Brother Bobby L. Robinson 
829 Shrewsbury Drive 
St Albans, WV 25177 
304-389-1700 (C) 
304-348-6206 
Email: brob1911@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 



                                   Committees of the 4th District 

COMMUNITY AND CIVIC AFFAIRS 
ACHIEVEMENT WEEK – LAWRENCE SPAHN  
SOCIAL ACTION – WARREN REID 
NAACP – JEREMIAH HUNTER 
TALENT HUNT – MARK SHAWSCHOLARSHIP COMMISSION 
DISTRICT SCHOLARSHIP – CRIS KENNERLY 
COLLEGE ENDOWMENT FUND – DARYL CAMERON 

DISTRICT HISTORY AND ARCHIVES 
 4TH DISTRICT HISTORY AND ARCHIVES – JAMES NELLEMS 
 AFRO-AMERICAN LIFE –LAWRENCE TOLSON 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
 RECLAMATION – BILL COMEAUX 
 RETENTION – BILL COMEAUX 
 UNDERGRADUATE DEVELOPMENT – RUFUS HEARD 
 POST INTAKE – PHILIP BASS 
 OMEGA HEALTH – MICHAEL DULAN 
 SPIRITUAL HEALTH – DAVID RELIFORD 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY – ANTHONY SCRUSE 
 TIME AND PLACE – FRED RAY 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 
 WAYS AND MEANS – JESSIE JUNIUS 
 BUDGET AND FINANCE – BOBBY MCDOWELL 
 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT –  
 AUDIT – TOMAR DAVENPORT 

RULES COMMITTEE 
 CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS – JAMES PATTERSON 
 RECOMMENDATIONS – RUFUS HEARD 
 4TH DISTRICT PROCEDURES MANUAL – CHRISTOPHER COOPER 
 CREDENTIALS – WILLIE TERRELL 
 CODE OF CONDUCT – DEWEY ORTIZ 

SPECIAL REPORTS 
 POLITICAL ACTION – ALAN BANNISTER 
 CREDIT UNION – WENDELL BOYCE 
 LIFE MEMBERSHIP – ANTHONY WOOD 
 
 



All Submissions should be sent to the Fourth District Public Relations Director at 
4thdistrictDPR@gmail.com 

PROCEDURES FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES TO The Chronicle and The Omega 
Oracle REVISED June 1, 2009 
FORMAT: 
�  Articles must be sent via email and must be typed, single spaced and ready for printing when 
submitted. 
�  Photographs should be submitted by email as well in jpg format only. 
�  Avoid using all-capital typing elements for copy preparation, headings, etc. 
�  Include the title of the article, name and city/state of chapter and name of the reporter on all 
articles. 
CONTENTS 
�  Contents should be to the point and accurate. 
�  Do not list chapter officers (unless it is a new chapter) or committee members. 
�  The articles should be newsworthy and focus on Brothers who have served in the Military for 
this issue (June 2009) and should be of interest to people outside of your chapter. 
�  Articles on activities such as special conference programs, community service projects, 
fundraising campaigns, and scholarships are encouraged especially when it addresses some of 
your mandated programs and activities. 
�  Articles describing these activities are limited to 300 words or less. 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
�  Photographs can enhance an article. Planning and advance thinking about the situation and 
subject will help your photographer to shoot an outstanding picture. Please follow these 
guidelines in submitting photographs. 
�  Do not permit individuals to be photographed who are inappropriately attired:  
• Naked photos will not be shown.  
• Fraternity attire with canine or lewd images 
• Images with brothers attired in gold boots. 
• Images with brothers “throwing the hooks.” 
• Images with brothers with their tongues exposed. 
• Images that diminish the professionalism of Men of Omega. 
�  In general, there is a limit of two pictures per article. Therefore, the best picture for the event 
should be selected and included. 
�  Do not have pictures taken with subjects in front of a cluttered background. Move the subjects 
to a suitable background. 
�  No Polaroid prints 
�  When shooting a group picture with ladies seated, the photo should be taken waist up for those 
sitting on the first row. 
�  Avoid taking pictures of large groups: 10 or 12 people per picture are sufficient, with the 
exception of charterings. 
�  Do not identify each individual when the group exceeds five. Select the notable speaker(s) or 
person(s) and state appropriate names and titles. 



�  Each photograph must have an appropriate caption. Identify individuals from the left to right 
and tell what, when and where of the picture.  

STYLE 
�  Start articles with a dateline, including name of city, and state 
�  Capitalize chapter when used in conjunction with the name of a chapter, e.g. Lambda Iota Iota 
Chapter. All other references to chapter should be lowercase. 
�  Within the rest of the article, use lowercase abbreviations in conjunction with the name of a 
city, town, village or military base. Also use lowercase abbreviations in conjunction with short-
form listing of party affiliation, e.g. (O.S.C.) 
�  Avoid personal opinions and editorial statements 
�  When the word FRATERNITY is used to refer to Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., the letter “F” 
is to be capitalized. 
�  All articles should be in Word format, 12 font, with Times New Roman font. Pictures should be 
in. jpeg format and at least 300 dpi resolutions. Pictures should be sent separate from the article 
and not on the same page or placed within the article. This makes it easier to have clearer pictures. 
With articles, please place the name of the chapter the article is representing and the city and 
state. Further, please limit your articles to 300 words or less-the article should address, who, what, 
when, where, and brief details. 
�  All chapter articles must be submitted directly by the chapter to the District Public Relations 
Director before the deadline dates, to allow for editing by the District Public Relations Director 
before his submission to the National Editor. Chapter articles not sent through the District Public 
Relations Director will be returned with the exception of Grand Officers, Editorial Board Member 
and Supreme Council Members, who may submit articles directly to the National Editor. 
�  A maximum of 3 articles per chapter will be allowed per publication/edition. 
�  All articles must be reviewed for grammatical perfection, correct spelling, and proper syntax. 
They must be reviewed for acceptable composition and form.  They must also be reviewed for 
relevance and journalistic style. These reviews will be made before submission of any document 
for publication. 
�  The Oracle Editorial Board reserves the right to reject any article or to make any editorial 
changes deemed appropriate. 
�  When submitting e-mail be sure to scan documents for viruses  
before submission.  
IMPORTANT!!! 
�  DEADLINE TIME FRAMES FOR SUBMISSION TO THE MANAGING EDITOR OF 
OMEGA’S CLARION CALL BY DISTRICT PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICERS ARE AS 
FOLLOWS: 
�  Before February 15, for the April Edition (Spring Edition) 
�  Before May 15,  for the July Edition (Summer Edition) 
�  Before September 15, for the October Edition (Fall Edition) 
�  Before November 15, for January (Winter Edition) 
�  Oracle Editorial Board of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. reserves the right to edit articles 
appearing in the ORACLE. 



Fraternal standard for judging Social Action activity by chapters. 

Financial Education Program The implementation of this standard at the International level will allow 
our districts and chapters to understand, with clarity, how Omega recognizes and judges Social Action.   

The criteria for the determination of International Social Action Award recipients are listed below: 

1. 20 points for each mandated program completed by the Chapter. 
 
2. 25 points for each of the Social Action Special Emphasis Programs completed by the Chapter: 
 

National Diabetes Program 
Voter Registration    Charles Drew Blood Drives 

 
3. 10 Points for each Social Action Activity other than mandated or special emphasis programs. 

An activity is considered a Social Action Activity when the Chapter participates with another 
organization or independently takes on a project that provides significant support to the 
community. A 10-point allocation should be given for each activity, even if the chapter has 
received points for previous contributions to the same organization.  Some examples are, but 
not limited to, the following: 

 
Food and Clothing Drives   Boys and Girls Clubs 
Thanksgiving Baskets to the Needy  Black on Black Crime Workshops 
United Way     American Cancer Society 
Sickle Cell Foundation    United Negro College Fund (UNCF) 
Senior Citizen Projects    Habitat for Humanity Projects 
Mentoring and Educational Projects  City and State Humanitarian Projects 
Campus/ City/County Clean-Up Projects   
 

4. 10 Points for each $500.00 donation to any Social Action Project by the Chapter or by another 
organization in the name of Omega. Points for scholarship donations will not be counted in the Social 
Action Report.  
 

5. 50 points for each media documented community service award received for work involved in the 
community by the Chapter or a Brother in the Chapter. 

 
All activities, projects, awards, and donations must be clearly listed on the Social Action Report Form.  A 
report book is required with documentation of all activities including donations or example, dates must be 
listed and appropriate supporting documentation attached.  Parties, dances or other social activities 
designed to raise funds and/or support community organizations may be considered as a Social Action 
activity; however, those events that only involve the Chapter Brothers and their families will not be 
considered as a Social Action Project or Activity. 

Three award categories have been developed based on membership type and size: small graduate chapters 
(5 to 49 brothers), large graduate chapters (50 brothers or more) and an undergraduate chapter.  Districts 
will submit the reports from each category to the International Chairman for consideration for the 
International Social Action Chapter(s) of the Year. 



Internationally Mandated Programs 

�  ACHIEVEMENT WEEK 

Achievement Week is observed in November of each year and is designed to seek out and give due recognition to 
those individuals at the local and international levels who have made a noteworthy contribution toward improving 
the quality of life for Black Americans. A High School Essay Contest is to be held in conjunction with Achievement 
Week. This contest is open to all college-bound high school seniors. College scholarships are awarded to the 
winners, each of whom must submit an essay on a theme/topic chosen by the Fraternity. This contest is a phase of 
the International Achievement Week observance. 

�  COLLEGE ENDOWMENT FUND 

Each year the Fraternity gives at least $50,000.00 to Historically Black College Institutions (HBCUs) in furtherance of 
Omega’s commitment to provide philanthropic support. Chapters are assessed donations based on chapter size. 

�  HEALTH INITIATIVES 

All levels of the Fraternity are expected to facilitate, participate and/or coordinate activities that will uplift their com-
munities by promoting good health practices.  It is anticipated that all local chapters will execute the health directives 
at the local level. Some of the programs under the umbrella of Health Initiatives are the Charles Drew Blood Drive 
(normally held in June), AIDS/HIV Awareness, and the American Diabetes Association Partnership.  

�  MEMORIAL SERVICE 

March 12th of each year has been established as Memorial Day. Chapters are expected to conduct an appropriate 
service to recall the memory of those members who have entered Omega Chapter. 

�  NAACP 

Districts and chapters of the Fraternity are required to maintain a Life Membership at Large in the NAACP. In the 
event that a chapter or district is not a life member of the NAACP, it must maintain membership to be in Good 
Standing with the Fraternity. Members of the Fraternity are encouraged to become members of the NAACP. 

�  RECLAMATION AND RETENTION 

A concerted effort at the international, district and local levels to retain active brothers and return inactive brothers 
to full participatory status so that they may enjoy the full benefits of Omega. 

�  SCHOLARSHIP 

The Scholarship Program is intended to promote academic excellence among the undergraduate members. Graduate 
chapters are expected to provide financial assistance to student members and non-members. A portion of the 
Fraternity’s international budget is allocated to scholarships through the Charles R. Drew Scholarship Commission. 

�  SOCIAL ACTION PROGRAMS 

All levels of the Fraternity are expected to facilitate, participate and coordinate activities that will uplift their commu-
nities. An international committee will coordinate the multifaceted programs of the various chapters. Activities 
under the umbrella of social action include, but are not limited to: voter registration, education and “getting out the 
vote”; Assault on Illiteracy; Habitat for Humanity; volunteering time to charities mentoring; and participation in 
fundraisers for charities such as American Diabetes Association, United Way, Sickle Cell Anemia, etc. 

�  TALENT HUNT PROGRAM 

This program provides exposure, encouragement and financial assistance to talented young people participating in 
the Performing Arts. Winners of the competition are awarded recognition for their talents.  

�  VOTER REGISTRATION, EDUCATION AND MOBILIZATION 

All levels of the Fraternity are expected to facilitate, participate, and/or coordinate activities that will uplift their communities  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Pictures from the District Meeting 
2009 Achievement Awards Formal 
Black Tie Dinner 
Photos by Jerry M Kennebrew BA MBA IFPO 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 



 
 
Brothers, 
  

Dayton, Ohio:  The 68th Annual Fourth District Meeting has come and gone. The brothers 
of Delta Alpha Chapter are pleased with the results and a great time was had by all that attended. 
During this meeting, we elected a new District Representative in Brother Rufus Heard. As he takes 
the helm, he has an excellent supporting cast of brothers that represent many years of fraternal 
experience. As our new leadership assumes their roles, we all pray that God will bless their 
endeavors and give them the wisdom that our founders envisioned in our leaders nearly one 
hundred years ago.  
  

As men of the 4th District, we can be proud of the meeting that we conducted this year. The 
meeting was well attended, there were over 150 brothers registered. We did a few things 
differently this year. By using Paypal and electronic registration, we were able to pre-register over 
100 brothers before the deadline. Most of the reports from the district officers, area representatives, 
and committee chairs were presented electronically. Through the use of electronic reports, we were 
able to reduce the amount of paper copies needed for the meeting and lessen the environmental 
impact of wasted paper. This also allowed the meeting to flow more smoothly; reducing the 
amount of time spent presenting reports. 
  

I would like to thank the committees who participated in making our district meeting 
successful; Brother Phillip Bass opened up the District Meeting with a nice golf outing. Second-
Vice DR, Brother Kendall Lawrence facilitated an enthusiastic March down program and 
Undergraduate Luncheon. Brother Mark Shaw did an excellent job with the Talent Hunt, and 
Brother Lawrence Spann conducted the Achievement Week Awards in outstanding fashion.  

 
This meeting was a collaborative effort on behalf of all the brothers of the 4th District, 

especially the host chapter Brothers of Delta Alpha Chapter in Dayton, Ohio. Special thanks to our 
Immediate Past District Representative, Brother Dewy Ortiz. Without his leadership and wise 
counsel, this meeting would not have been as successful. 
 
Yours in the Eternal Bond of Omega, 
 
Fred Aikens 
4th District Marshal 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Unincorporated 
4th District Meeting April 24, 2009 
Delta Alpha Chapters Lessons Learned 
From the Set up and Hosting of District 



 
2009 Calvin H. Thomas 4th District Talent Hunt Contestants 

 
2009 Calvin H. Thomas 4TH District Talent Hunt 

By Brother Mark C. Shaw 
 

Dayton, Ohio - The 2009 4th District Calvin H. Thomas Talent Hunt Program was held on 
Friday April 24, 2009 at the Crowne Plaza Dayton – 33 East Fifth St. in Dayton, OH.  Nine 
talented students represented various chapters throughout the 4th District participated in this year's 
event.  

They were as follows: Joseph Morales of Zeta Omega Chapter (instrumental solo), Michael 
Cotton of Psi Omicron Chapter (dance), Justin T. Newsom of Zeta Kappa Kappa Chapter 
(instrumental solo), Taeja Rowell of Xi Alpha Chapter (vocal solo), Jalen C. Hopkins of Mu Iota 
Chapter (vocal solo), Tyrone L. Martin, Jr. of Delta Alpha Chapter (instrumental solo), James 
Edwards-Kenion of Xi Iota Iota Chapter (piano solo), Anthony C. Scruse of Mu Chi Chapter 
(instrumental solo) and Anya Harris of Beta Iota Chapter (piano solo).  

 
Brother Dewey Ortiz (Fourth District Representative) with the assistance of Bro. Rufus D. Heard 
(Fourth District 1st Vice Representative) made presentation of awards and remarks. The results 
were as follows: James Edwards-Kenion first place, Tyrone L. Martin, Jr. second place and Jalen 
C. Hopkins finished in third place.  Each contestant in the program received a talent hunt 
certificate of participation and a medallion from the Fraternity.  The top three contestants received 
monetary awards and trophies. 
 

The judges for the 2009 Calvin H. Thomas 4th District Talent Hunt were Dr. William H. 
Caldwell Chairman of the Department of Music at Central State University; Dr. Brenda Ellis 
Professor of Music at Wright State University; Dr. Lori C. Hicks Professor of Music at the 
University of Dayton and Central State University and Mrs. Brenda Flowers-Brookshire a Dayton 
area musician. 

 
 



Meeting of the 4th District of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
 

By Jerry M Kennebrew MBA, 4th District Director of Public Relations 
 
Cleveland, Ohio The 4th District of The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity consisting of Ohio and 

West Virginia convened its 68th Annual Conference in Dayton, Ohio. Delta Alpha Chapter hosted 
the event April 23 - 25, 2009 to do the business of Omega. There were meetings, luncheons and 
networking opportunities held throughout the facility for the Brothers to participate. The District 
sponsored a March Down and Talent Hunt Competition, Memorial Services and a District 
Hospitality Suite. 

In attendance were past District Representatives Richard Jenkins, Jarrett Thomas, 
Raymond Tillery Sr., Malvin Jones, Christopher Cooper, Esq., Al Jordan, William Comeaux and 
Jessie Junius. 

Brothers James Jordan, 2nd District Representative and Willie Hinchen, 9th District 
Representative was present for the District Meetings.  Michael A. Boykin, MBA, Editor to the 
Oracle, and 6th District Director of Public Relations was also present and spoke at one of the 4th 
District Meeting sessions. 

The election committee lead by past 13th District Representative Jarrett Thomas (Xi Iota 
Iota) took the Delegates through the process of selecting the new District Council.  There were 
three contested offices with one candidate running from the floor and winning.  The new District 
Council will be comprised of Rufus D. Heard (Zeta Omega) – 24th District Representative, 
Stanford T. Williams (Beta Iota) - 1st Vice District Representative, Sean Strong (Psi Gamma) - 2nd 
Vice District Representative, Daryl Cameron (Psi Omicron) - District Keeper of Finance, Chris 
Welch (Delta Alpha) - District Keeper of Records and Seal, Christopher Cooper, Esq. (Mu Iota) - 
District Counselor, Jerry M. Kennebrew MBA (Zeta Omega) - District Director of Public 
Relations Mikle D. Brown (Beta Iota) Keeper of the Peace, David L. Reliford  (Kappa Tau) 
District Chaplain and Dewey A.Ortiz (Mu Iota) – 23rd Immediate Past District Representative.  
Fred Atkins (Delta Alpha) is the 4th District Marshall. With the business of Omega complete, the 
meeting was adjourned with a prayer and a rap of the gavel. 

4th District Brotherhood Awards were given to the following Brothers of Zeta Omega 
Chapter: Michael Fordham, Jerry M. Kennebrew, Antwaine Kennedy, James Manns, James 
Nellems, Ricardo Prude, Darrell Quander Sr., Michael Stitts and Johnny Tubbs. 

Lamar Cole – Northeast Area Representative, Bobbie McDowell – Budget & Finance, 
James Nelleums – Artifacts & History Chair and James Patterson – Constitution and Bylaws from 
Zeta Omega Chapter were also recognized by the 4th District Leadership for outstanding services 
over the past year 

.  During the Black Tie Founders Dinner, 1st Vice Grand Basileus, Dr. Carl Blunt was the 
keynote speaker, his topic “Founder Brother Love’s use of F.I.E.T.T.S”, except Soul is Life in his 
frame of reference. The new District Council was sworn in by Dr. Carl Blunt to serve the term of 
2009 – 2010.  The evening ended with Zeta Omega Chapter being named as the Large 4th District 
Social Action Chapter of the Year. The next event is the Leadership Conference in Las Vegas in 
July 2009. The next District meeting will be in Charleston, West Virginia in April 2010. 

  



 

 
 

Zeta Omega Wins Social Action Award for Large Chapters in 4th District 
 

By Michael Stitts, Chairman of Social Action Committee 
 

Cleveland, Ohio - Fellow Brothers of the Mighty Fourth District of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity Inc., It is with great humility and pride that I write this letter. As the new Chairman of 
Zeta Omega’s Social Action Committee, I would like to first express my gratitude to the Fourth 
District for naming Zeta Omega the Social Action large chapter of the year for 2008 -2009. Under 
the guidance of my mentor and chapter brother George Purefoy, who has headed this committee 
for over a decade, and who has been financial with the Fraternity for over sixty years, I have 
learned much and I have a greater appreciation for all of the time and hard work that is involved in 
leading a chapter. Brother Purefoy has put a very solid foundation and system in place that if I 
follow the simple directions he has given, I can only hope to meet the benchmark of success that 
Brother Purefoy has already achieved. I look forward to the upcoming challenge of filling some 
very large shoes, while exceeding the successes that Brother Purefoy has accomplished. 

 
I also would like to express my gratitude to my fellow chapter brothers of Zeta Omega. I 

have been blessed with great leadership from our Executive Committee, and a steadfast work ethic 
from the brothers of my chapter. The Brothers of Zeta Omega dedication and hard work have been 
instrumental in Zeta Omega competing with other chapters of the Fourth District. The Brothers at 
the same time have donated energy to participate in events such as the Diabetes Walk, Blood 
Drives, Christmas and Grocery Basket Giveaways to name a few, the outcome of these events have 
been stellar. Participating in community events have put Zeta Omega Chapter in a position to uplift 
our community, bring awareness and helping those less fortunate, while simultaneously bringing 
recognition to our beloved Fraternity on the local, district and national level. 

Finally, it is my hope that with three Blood Drives, Mentoring Programs, Diabetes Walk, 
Grocery Grab, Christmas Basket Giveaway and Activities Committee dedicated to hosting 
successful events over the coming year, Zeta Omega will meet and exceed expectations, and make 
winning the Chapter of the Year for the Mighty Fourth District an annual occurrence. In addition it 
is my hope that Zeta Omega, if found worthy, will be recognized as Chapter of the Year for 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. 
 
Humbly Submitted, 
 
Brother Michael Stitts 
4-Q006-ZQ 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cleveland, Ohio On March 21, 2009, Zeta Omega Chapter initiated seven neophytes.  In 2008, 
Zeta Omega was one of four 4th District Chapters to participate in pilot Lampados Club programs.  
The Chapter had overwhelming success/participation with the pilot program, and feels that 
enthusiasm among Brothers and potential candidates carried over into this years Membership 
Selections process. 

Zeta Omega Chapter 2009 Lampados Neophytes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured left to right: Saldine Sudberry, Harrison Gilmer, Terrance McClain, George Stroud, James  Lassiter and 
Rico Thompson 

 

 

New Member of the Fraternity 
Zeta Omega Graduate Chapter 
The Oldest Graduate Chapter in the 
Fourth District Cleveland, Ohio 
Northeast Area Representative  
By Lamar Cole MBA 

 

 

2009 Awards For Iota Psi & Mu Iota 
Undergraduate and Graduate Chapters 
Columbus, Ohio - Central Ohio Area 
Representative by Jeffery Tarver Sr. 
and Chris Martin PhD.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vice Grand Basileus Delivers Civil Rights Lecture at Ohio University 
 

     Athens, Ohio:  In February of this year, Brother Vice Grand Basileus, Carl A. Blunt, Ph.D.  
traveled from his home in Scottsdale, Arizona, to deliver a civil rights lecture at Ohio University, 
located in Athens, Ohio. His presentation was entitled, “A Historical Review of the Civil Rights 
Movement: Where Have We Been? Where Are We Going?” 
 
      The lecture was sponsored by The Office of the President of Ohio University, along with 
Multicultural Programs and the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs. Dr. Blunt’s 
lecture coincided with other programming at the university during Black History Month to raise 
the awareness of students, staff, and faculty regarding the struggles of the past, present, and future  
that African Americans and other marginalized citizens have endured and continue to face. 
 
     There were over 250 attendees who listened to Dr. Blunt’s lecture. He traced the history of the 
Civil Rights Movement and discussed contemporary forms of discrimination such as “red-lining.” 
Students crowded around Dr. Blunt after he took a question and answer session, and invited him to 
return to Ohio University at some point in time. They appreciated his discussion of civil  
rights and African American history. The students were also interested in Dr. Blunt’s knowledge 
of banking in general and mortgage lending in particular. They said Dr. Blunt helped them to 
understand the current economic crisis the United States finds itself facing.  
 

 



Leadership in Academic Excellence is business as usual in Central Ohio - Iota Psi and 
Sigma Psi win campus and individual awards for 2008 – 2009 school year. 
 

Columbus, Ohio exceeding the call of the second cardinal principle of Scholarship, Iota Psi 
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc was selected undergraduate 2009 Greek Awards 
Recipient for The Ohio State University.  Iota Psi undergraduate chapter was awarded the most 
improved chapter among all of the organizations registered on the largest university campus in the 
United States. Iota Psi was also awarded the organization with the most Outstanding Membership 
Development Program.  

 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. Mu Iota Graduate Chapter for the 2nd year in a row was 

awarded the Outstanding Graduate Chapter Award. 
 

  Area Representative Brother Jeffery Tarver, Mu Iota, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
received for the 2nd year the award for Alumni Advisor of the Year. 
 
 Omar Turay, of Iota Psi Chapter, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.was selected as the 2009 
Outstanding New Member. 
 
 On Ohio University’s campus, the 2009 Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. International 
Creative Research Fellowship was awarded to Brother Reuben S.Dlamini. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brother Reuben S.Dlamini 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Toledo, Ohio: The Brothers of Xi Tau Chapter (Toledo, Ohio) 4th District of Omega Psi 

Phi Fraternity Inc. Sponsored their 21st Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament, Saturday, June 13th 
at the newly rebuilt golf course in Temperance, Michigan. Twenty nine (29) Xi Tau brothers 
showed up for this event.  Half of the Brothers were there in an attendant capacity working to 
improve the quality of the event, while the other Brothers participated as golfers. Eighty (80) 
golfers took to the course at 8am that morning. Xi Tau traditionally offers a dual tournament 
format, where golfers can select to compete in scrambles (best ball) or individual play.  

Golfers were asked to complete information cards so their opinions could be surveyed for 
the quality and continuous improvement of the golf outing and be notified of next years event. 

 
21st Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament 
Toledo, Ohio, Xi Tau Graduate Chapter 
Write ups by – Bro. Angelo Brown  
and Bro. Jeff Rollins 
Photos by - Bro. Angelo Brown 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Toledo, Ohio The Brothers of Xi Tau Chapter (Toledo, Ohio) 4th District of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity Inc. has decided to diversify its community involvement by providing its services and 
financial support to the Toledo Titans Track and Field (TTT) Program.  TTT is a community-based 
program that solicits and encourages youth participation in track and field events through out Ohio.  
Several parents and volunteers that support a little over 50 youngsters from grades 2 to 12 
coordinate TTT.  Every tracker is given individual training to help them learn and improve their 
performances.  Xi Tau members have been connected to TTT for a while and conclude that it is 
very worthy of any support we can provide. 

TTT sponsored their first annual track and field meet Sunday June 14, 2009.  Brothers Jeff 
Rollins and Angelo Brown brought their two sons to help facilitate the event. The two brother 
families were on hand along with the Neophytes Brothers of Xi Tau -spring 2009. The group             
Omegas and sons met up at 7:30am at Springfield High Track Field an assisted TTT with the 
initial setup of the event worked during the meet and broke down materials after the meet. 

 



Pictures from the First Initiation by 24th District Representative Rufus Heard 
Cincinnati, Ohio May 30, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fourth District adopts Census 2010 as a Service Project 
Edited by Ben Holbert, Basileus Emeritus, Zeta Omega 

 
With a crack of the chairman’s gavel, members chapters in the Fourth District voted 

unanimously to adopt Census 2010 as chapter-wide service project.  Chapters throughout Ohio and 
West Virginia agreed to promote the Census in the black community and distribute material to 
encourage participation. 

 
The U.S. Census Bureau is looking to local officials and community leaders to ensure an 

accurate count- Census Day is April 1, 2010. Census results affect the apportionment of 
congressional seats and how the federal government annually allocates $300 billion in federal 
assistance to state, local and tribal governments. 

 
The 2010 Census will present one of the shortest census questionnaires in the history of the 

United States.  The 2010 Census will ask for name, gender, age, race, ethnicity, relationship and 
whether the householder owns or rents their home. The census form should take 10-minutes to 
complete but will have an impact that will span a decade.  The reasons for everyone (especially 
African-Americans) to be aware of the upcoming census and the need to participate are: 

 
W The federal government uses census numbers to allocate more than $300 billion in federal 

funds annually for community programs and services, such as education, housing and 
community development, health care services for the elderly, job training and more. 

W State, local and tribal governments use census information for planning and allocating 
funds for new school construction, libraries and other public buildings, highway safety and 
public transportation systems, new roads and bridges, location of police and fire 
departments, and many other projects. 

W Community organizations use census information to develop social service programs, 
community action projects, senior lunch programs and child-care centers. 

W The census totals are used to determine how many seats each state will have in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. In addition, states use the numbers to allocate seats in their state 
legislatures.  

 
The answers provided by respondents are protected by law and strictly confidential.  Additional 
information about 2010 Census can be found at http://www.census.gov/2010census. 
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Dr. Charles R. Drew 
1904 – 1950 

Member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Alpha Psi Chapter – 1923 
Pioneering Surgeon, Medical Health Researcher, Inventor 

 
Cleveland, Ohio Doctor Charles Richard Drew was born in Washington, D.C. on June 3, 

1904. Brother Drew was inducted into Alpha Psi Chapter in 1923. While attending Amherst 
College in Western Massachusetts, Brother Drew excelled in athletics receiving the Thomas W. 
Ashley Memorial Trophy for being the football team’s most valuable player and achieved 
honorable mention All–American honors in football.  Charles R. Drew was awarded the Messman 
Trophy for bringing the most honors to Amherst University during his four years. He received a 
Bachelors of Arts from Amherst University in 1926 with honors. Charles R. Drew applied to 
Harvard University and was accepted but that would have delayed Brother Drew from starting 
medical school a year later. Instead Charles R. Drew enrolled and received a Medical Doctorate 
(M.D.) and Masters of Surgery (C.M.) from McGill University, Montreal, Quebec in 1933.  During 
this time, Dr. Drew began his research into blood transfusion. When Dr. Drew began his studies, 
blood could only be stored seven days before it began to spoil. Dr. Drew moved back to 
Washington, D.C. to serve as an instructor of Pathology at Howard University Medical School in 
1935 and a one-year residency at Freedmen’s Hospital as an Assistant in Surgery in 1936.  While 
on the faculty of Howard University Dr. Charles Drew collaborated with Dr. Mercer Cook in the 
writing of the fraternities hymn “Omega Dear” which was adopted in 1931.  Dr. Cook wrote the 
music and the first stanza and Dr. Drew wrote the last two stanzas. Charles Drew was made 
Professor of Surgery and Chief Surgeon for the Freedmen’s Hospital.  Dr. Drew received a Doctor 
of Science in Medicine from Columbia in 1940: he was the first African-American to receive this 
degree.  The title of his dissertation, “Banked Blood: A Study in Blood Preservation”.   

Doctor Charles Drew established the concept of a National Blood Plasma Program for the 
British and in the United States in 1941.  Dr. Drew set-up and ran the blood plasma bank in the 
Columbia University Presbyterian Hospital in New York City. Dr. Drew continued his 
investigation of the use of plasma as a substitute for whole blood.   While in England, Dr. Drew 
created a widespread system of blood banks that saved countless lives in the Second World War. 
Dr. Drew developed “Bloodmobile” trucks with refrigeration units to collect /carry the plasma and 
whole blood to different theaters of need, increasing the shelf live of the blood, a system that is 
still in operation for the American Red Cross.   

On March 31, 1950, Dr. Drew allowed his colleagues and some of his students to talk him 
into attending a medical meeting held at the Tuskegee Institute as part of its Founder’s Day 
celebrations.  The tried Doctor dozed off while driving near Burlington, North Carolina; his car 
overturned on top of him and killed him.  Dr. Charles R. Drew died in rural North Carolina in a 
tragic automobile accident April 1, 1950.     

  



 Despite his death at the age of 45, Dr. Drew left behind a legacy of life saving techniques.  
Doctor Charles R. Drew was awarded the NAACP’s Spingarn Medal in 1944.  Dr. Charles Drew is 
an inspiration and superior role model to follow. 

Pictures from the Zeta Omega Dr. Charles R. Drew 8th Annual Blood Drive 
With The Red Cross and the Cleveland Browns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 9th Annual Dr. Charles Drew Blood Drive by Zeta Omega Chapter 
The Red Cross and The Cleveland Browns will be August 1,2009. 

 
The Omega House 

   
15435 St Clair Avenue 

 
10am – 2pm 

 

 

 

 



 
Ex Browns that are Omegas will be present 

   Langston Hughes before Omega   
 By James M Nellems History /Archives Chairman 4th District  

 
Cleveland, Ohio One of the most influential artists of the twentieth century and Omega 

was the "Poet Laureate" Langston Hughes. In the "Dreer" pages 113 and 114, Brother Hughes is 
referred to and one of his poems is printed in the history book.  Before his celebrity status, 
Langston Hughes was maturing and developing during his junior and senior high school years in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Hughes attended Kennard Junior High School and Central Senior High School.  
Kennard Junior High was located in the middle of the central project area on Outhwaite Court, 
across the street from the "Portland Outhwaite Center or, just the "P.O.C., this was the stage for 
personalities such as Noble Sissle, who was the drum major for James Reese Europe, conductor of 
the Afro-American Band during World War I.   

It was this group of musicians that introduced the early concept of "Jazz" to Europe, 
derived from the Harlem Renaissance of the turn of the century Afro – American cultural 
resurgence. Noble returned from Europe and hooked up with Eubie Blake, together they wrote 
many musical scores.  One of their most famous compositions was "I'm Just Wild about Harry."  
Andy Anderson, premier tenor saxophonist, who was in a movie with Louie Armstrong and 
replaced Ben Webster in the Duke Ellington Orchestra and Carmen Newsome, known as the 
"Black Clark Gable" made black films in the 1940's.   

My introduction to these people came through my father, who had grew up with these men 
as well as having gone to Kennard and Central with Carmen and Ancy, and my Great Uncle Acy, 
who fought in World War.I.  I had a chance to meet and play with Acy, who became a mentor to 
me. Carmen had cancer; however, we (musicians) played a concert to honor him before he passed. 
 I too attended Kennard and had the same English teacher (Miss Hamlin) who taught Langston 
Hughes and sat at the desk that he carved his initials in (LH).  Noble Sissle was married to a cousin 
on my father's side.   

The other place that was an outlet for aspiring artists was The "Karamu" House, founded by 
Russell and Rowena Jelliffe, it has long been long been established as a incubator for writers, 
poets, actors, and musicians.  Some of the Karamuvalumni are: Ron (Superfly) O'Neal, Ozzie 
Davis, Ruby Dee, Langston Hughes, Calvin Thomas, (an Omega, Phi Sigma, CWRU, '46), 
Terrence Howard, Bill Cobbs  and Beverly Johnson Todd, she played Kissie in Roots.   It was at 
"Karamu" that Langston's musical "Simply Heavenly" was performed as well as Ozzie Davis' 
"Purly Victorium."  a play that became the hit musical "Purly".   

In the middle 70's, the Library on the corner of East 79th and Quincy was renamed the 
"Langston Hughes Library".  At present, it is being renovated, and during the 100-year celebration 
of his birth, "Karamu" held a yearlong exhibit on Langston Hughes.  In the history book it states 
that, "Langston Hughes wrote three poems for the Fraternity.  One of the poems is in the history 
book.  While going through the Archive at Nationals, I happened to find a program from the 33rd 
Grand Conclave for Sunday, December 29, 1946, which was held at 3:00 P.M. at the Will Rogers 
Memorial Auditorium in Fort Worth, Texas.  Bro. Edgar A. Love gave the Invocation.  On the 



inside was a poem entitled "I Dream a World", the poet was by Langston Hughes.  If you go to the 
Fraternity Museum in Atlanta, there is a book in the case entitled, Arnold Ramperad, "The Life of 
Langston Hughes." Volume II: 1941-1967, "I Dream A Word."                                                       

 
Kent State University Psi Gamma’s 40th Reunion 

By Jerry M. Kennebrew MBA IFPO 
 

Kent, Ohio More than 100 Brothers registered for the 40th anninversity of the founding of 
Psi Gamma Chapter at Kent State University on April 3, 2009.  Brothers traveled from around the 
world as far as the Persian Gulf, California, New Jersey, Alabama and Georgia to share in this 
unique event.  Eight of the original nine on the founding line were present for the reunion.  The 
keynote speaker at the Saturday evening dinner was Brother Geraud Oscar Prince, author of the 
poem “Omega”.  A proclamation was read in the Congressional Record on April 2, 2009 honoring 
the founding of the Psi Gamma Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity at Kent State University on 
April 1, 1969. 
 The weekend began with many brothers participating in a “Swim for Diabetes”, 
participating in Diabetes sponsored events are a nationally mandated requirement for members of 
the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. The swim was held at the Kent Recreation and Wellness Center. 
There was a fashion show put on in conjunction with students from the Fashion and Design 
Department at the University on Friday evening. A Step Show and Omega Party were given by the 
undergrads on campus to end the formal events for the day. There was several hospitality suites 
located at different hotels throughout the city. 
 Meet and Mingle with the Ques started the activities on Saturday.  The event allowed for 
networking with successful Omega Men, students and the general public exploring job options in 
the future. The event included open dialog about goal setting, resume writing and discussions on 
potential career positions and opportunities. A round table discussion on “Compelling 
Contemporary Thoughts on History and Answer across Generations” was given following the 
early session at the Oscar Ritchie Hall on campus. 
 A closed door meeting for Omega Men only was held to discuss the direction and future of 
Psi Gamma Chapter.  Moving beyond the past and growth in the future was the core of the 
discussion in this session.  The session pinpointed on developing stronger relationships within the 
group and focusing on growing the chapter in the district and Omega nation. 

There was Networking Hour / Cocktail Mixer was held before the Semi –Formal Dinner. 
The Omega Reception followed the Dinner that featured the reading of the Congressional 
Proclamation notation that was read into the Congressional Record.  Closing remarks reflecting on 
the influence of the meaning of Psi Gamma’s charter line The Devine 9 and The Defiant 9 to the 
society of that time were given by Louis Jefferson. The Brothers gathered at the end of the dinner 
and sang the hymn “Omega Dear”. 
 The reunion ended Sunday morning with a Bible Study and a Farewell Brunch where 
brother gave thanks broke bread, networked, gave traveling grace and then said goodbye.  The 
local Brothers with the Neophytes then went to Akron and had cookout. 
 Many thanks to the Psi Gamma Chapter Reunion Committee.  Long live the Gamma, 
where Ques are Kings. 



 
 
   
 

Walk a Thon Participation  
Zeta Omega October 3, 2008 
Bruz Doing Community Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              Cavilier Girls and Boy Scouts 
                  Diabetes Walk a Thon 
 
 
 

“Billy” Brown Most Donations in 2008 
    American Diabetes Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Men of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., Mu Chi Chapter,  
Request the honor of your presence, and a guest, at the Inaugural  

Tribute and Roast to be held August 21, 2009. Proceeds will go 
towards the Scholarship Fund. 

 
RSVP By August 7, 2009  

Contact Odeel A. Grave, 513 - 550 -1683 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Location Hope Hotel and Conference Center Wright – Patterson Air Force Base 
 Time  6:00 P.M. Social Hour 
   7:00 P.M. Dinner 
   8:00 P.M. Program followed by dancing 
  

Attite  Formal 
Cost  $50.00 per plate 

The Inaugural Mu Chi Chapter 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
Roast and Tribute August 21, 2009 
Proceeds to Scholarship Fund  
2009 Honoree, Brother James A. Elam 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Omega Tri Captains 
 
Ben Holbert 
Michael Stitts 
Jerry Kennebrew 
 
Sign up on line @ 
www.Diabetes.org/stepout 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Zeta Omega 
Chapter, Cleveland, Ohio is proud to support 
the American Diabetes Association in their 
efforts to Step Out in the fight against Diabetes. 

Walk with the Omegas, Greeks and others participants on 

Saturday October 3, 2009 
Time Warner Cable Amphitheater @ 

Tower City Cleveland, Ohio Check in @ 
9 AM Event Start time is 10AM. 

 



 
 
 
 
 


